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Learning Outcomes: 

•	
 To be able to demonstrate a developed awareness of historical and contemporary models of practice. 

•	
 To be able to clearly contextualise their studio-practice in relation to contemporary fine art and research models. 

•	
 To be able to demonstrate the ability to systematically analyse concepts and processes and make clear arguments in verbal 

and written form. 
•	
 To be able to show sound critical judgment and demonstrate effective decision making in relation to the development and 

application of appropriate research methodologies and resources. 
•	
 To be able to employ strategies for focussed experimentation and calculated speculation.

•	
 To be able to develop and employ effective organisational skills including: project planning and time management. 
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‘Visual systems are more developed in 
those primates that have shared the 
longest evolutionary time with venomous 
snakes and least developed in those 
primates that have had no exposure at all 
to venomous snakes’ (Isbell, 2009: 22).    
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‘Visual systems are more developed in 
those primates that have shared the 
longest evolutionary time with venomous 
snakes and least developed in those 
primates that have had no exposure at all 
to venomous snakes’ (Isbell, 2009: 22).    

Isbell, L. A., (2009) The fruit, the tree, and the serpent: why we see so well, Cambridge 
MA: Harvard University Press.  
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‘In sum, snakes are the key selection 
pressure, and frugivorousness enables the 
primate brain to respond.’ 

review 

King, B. J., (2009) ‘Seeing snakes’, The TLS, October 9 2009, pp 25.  

publication 

Isbell, L. A., (2009) The fruit, the tree, and the serpent: why we see so 
well, Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.  
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‘Isbell’s case is convincing. She cleanly 
distinguishes between evidence-rich facts 
and evidence-poor speculation, so that 
readers come to trust her scholarship.’ 

publication 

Isbell, L. A., (2009) The fruit, the tree, and the serpent: why we see so 
well, Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.  

review 

King, B. J., (2009) ‘Seeing snakes’, The TLS, October 9 2009, pp 25.  
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‘Isbell writes solid evolutionary science and 
also takes calculated risks. Aware that she 
swaddles nearly everything of interest 
about primate and human evolution in 
snake theorizing, she embraces a single 
factor explanation. Always the marks of 
good science, testable predictions stud the 
text and may productively occupy a new 
generation of researchers.’ 

publication 

Isbell, L. A., (2009) The fruit, the tree, and the serpent: why we see so 
well, Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.  

review 

King, B. J., (2009) ‘Seeing snakes’, The TLS, October 9 2009, pp 25.  
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Creative output can be produced, or practice undertaken 
as an  integral part of a research process 

Practice must be accompanied by  
documentation of the research process,  
some form of textual analysis or explanation,  
demonstration of critical reflection  

Creativity or practice involving no such processes is 
ineligible for funding from the Council 

AHRC distinction between research & practice (sec. 53, p13) 

Arts and Humanities Research Council 
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