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The poem is not … the author’s (it is detached from the author at 

birth and goes about the world beyond his power to intend about it 

or control it). The poem belongs to the public. It is embodied in 

language, the peculiar possession of the public, and its about the 

human being, an object of public knowledge.  (Wimsatt & 

Beardsley, 1954: 5)

Critical inquiries are not settled by consulting the oracle. (Wimsatt 

& Beardsley, 1954: 18)

Wimsatt W. K. & Beardsley M. C. (1954) The Verbal Icon: Studies in the 
Meaning of Poetry.  Lexington: University of Kentucky Press 21-39.

Wimsatt & Beardsley

Intentional Fallacy 
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Empson, W. (1935). 'Marvell's Garden: the ideal simplicity approached by resolving contradictions, London: Peregrine Books.
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Fish, S. (1980) Is there a text in this class? The authority of interpretive 
communities, Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press.

Fish, S. (1976) ‘Interpreting the Variorum’, reprinted in D. Lodge (ed.) 
(1988) Modern Criticism and Theory: a reader, New York: Longman Inc., 
pp. 310–329.

STANLEY FISH (b. 1938)

Davidson-Kahn Distinguished University Professor of Humanities and 
Law.
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