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Art and Thought 

Practice as Research: approaches to creative arts enquiry

After Criticism: New Responses to Art and Performance

Artists with PhDs: on the new doctoral degree in studio art

Art School (Propositions for the 21st Century)

Visual and Other Pleasures

Death X 24 A Second

Dissensus. On Politics and Aesthetics

Art in Mind. How Contemporary Images Shape Thought

Warped Space



Perceptions of Measurement

Every song’s the same

The enigma (the mysterious image) carries spectator into his or her psychic 
structure… and generates introspection.

Arms and legs: in the space of collaboration

The body outside of itself 

How do I make work that evades meaning without it being about the evasion 
of meaning?

Neuroscience for Everyone!

Icebreaker

Tug

This Is Going To Be A Bit Like Watching Paint Dry. That's A Joke For Anyone 
Who's Used Paint Before
or
I Always Wanted To Go Loco, But Never Had Anywhere To Do It. Then I 
Discovered Acapulco.
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More than any other kind of literature, the essay eludes 
definition, drawing those who seek its name and nature into a 
labyrinth of paradoxes. Leigh Hunt had some fun in that maze 
when in 1819 he named the first of his Indicator essays 
"Difficulty of Finding a Name for a Work of this Kind", and filled 
it with a list of abandoned titles: "Some of the names had a 
meaning in their absurdity, such as the Adviser, or Helps for 
Composing; - the Cheap Reflector, or Every Man His Own 
Looking-Glass; - the Retailer, or Every Man His Own Other 
Man's Wit; - Nonsense, To be continued". And those were only 
the most sensible. There was also "the Crocodile, or Pleasing 
Companion", "Chaos, or the Agreeable Miscellany", "Blood, 
being a Collection of Light Essays", "the Ingenious Hatband", 
and "the Hippopotamus entered at Stationer's Hall".

Thomas Karshan
'What do they know?'
TLS 22nd March 2013

Klaus, C. H. & Stuckey-
French, N. eds (2012) 
Essayists on the Essay: 
Montaigne to our time, 
Iowa City: University of 
Iowa Press
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Essayists up to the present continue to inhabit the terrain 
Montaigne first explored and to express the culture he founded 
there, whose central credo is a defiant independence from 
professional scholarship and its demarcations. Montaigne 
wrote that "the scholars distinguish and mark off their ideas 
more specifically and in detail. I, who cannot see beyond what I 
have learned from experience, without any system, present my 
ideas in a general way, and tentatively". It's a long way from 
academic articles, in which the argument is linear, the sources 
footnoted, the proof explicit, and all the theories at work are set 
out neatly and clearly. Essays will always have to live with the 
charge of trivial amateurism... 
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Jerry Fodor ‘West Coast fuzzy’
TLS 25th August 1995

Churchland, P. M. (1996) The Engine of Reason, 
the Seat of the Soul, Philosophical journey into the 
brain, Cambridge MA.: MIT
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