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Practice as Presentation
Let's talk about this word 'performative'
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Mair, V. H. (1988) Painting and Performance: Chinese Picture Recitation and its Indian Genesis, Honolulu: University of  Hawaii Press
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J.S. Bach birthplace and museum - Eisenach, Germany



Sona Barseghyan performing Bach's D Minor Chaconne 
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Glenn Gould recording Bach's Goldberg Variations, March 1955, Columbia Recording Studio, New York 
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Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford



Newcastle: 18.25Hexham: 18.59 An Antiquary's Billiard Table
Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford.

The Museum’s founding collector Augustus  
Henry Lane Fox Pitt-Rivers (1827-1900) 
clearly saw the value of immersing himself 
in the presence of large quantities of 
objects. There is a photograph of a billiard 
table covered with specimens that seems 
to document the sorting and grouping of 
future exhibits. This informal assemblage 
of archeological specimens may show Pitt-
Rivers’ interpretive thinking in progress. 
We see the ‘inventorying effort’ that 
Barthes associates with the illustrations in 
Diderot’s Encyclopédie  in progress. One 
can imagine Pitt-Rivers’ eyes sweeping 
across individual items, noting similarities, 
improvising possible combinations, 
speculating on how emerging typologies 
demonstrate theories. 

          Prudhoe - Stocksfield: 18.45 - 18.47     Blaydon: 18.36
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