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the branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being.
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the theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope.
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triadic theory of object, sign and interpretant. A 
sign stands for something to something

Charles Sanders Peirce Ferdinand de Saussure

dyadic critique of the priority of object to sign. No 
intrinsic relationship between object-sign, verbal 
sound-linguistic concept, etc.

reductive systemization our use of language 
(structuralism) 

inclusive range: the linguistic, the 
nonverbal and the ‘natural’

nonverbal and natural: consciousness not 
necessary condition of an interpretant 
(poke in the back). Hence biosemiotics.

arbitrariness of dyads.triads includes arbitrary‘symbols’ but also 
‘indices’ that are caused by physical 
connections and ‘icons’ that are the result 
of immediate acts of recognition.

coupling of concept and sound is internal to the 
mind, independent of physical speech.
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Peirce, C. S. (1931–58) Collected Papers, vols 1–6 C. 
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Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.
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Eco, U. (1997) Kant and the Platypus: essays on language and cognition, London: Vintage Press.
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The concept semiosphere was first coined 
by Juri Lotman in 1982 and is now applied to 
many fields, including cultural semiotics, 
biosemiotics, zoosemiotics, geosemiotics, 
etc. The idea is treated fully in the collection 
of Lotman's writings published in English 
under the title "Universe of the Mind: A 
Semiotic Theory of Culture" (1990).
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